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MINUTES
BOARD OF HEALTH
DECEMBER 7, 2015

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

A meeting of the Board of Health was held on December 7, 2015 in the Health Department, Municipal Center,
30 Providence Road, Grafton, MA.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Karen Gwozdowski Gauvin, Chairman; Deborah A. Chouinard, Vice Chairman;
Richard J. Kirejczyk, Clerk: Philip E. Dumas and Jay Gardiner, Members
Also in attendance: Philip Leger. CMRPHA: Dawn Farmer, GGMRC Director; Elizabeth Clements & Zach
Kerzee RE: Grafton Farmers Market; James Moro RE: 162 Brigham Hill Road; Nancy Connors, Recording
Secretary

A motion was made by Mrs. Chouinard to open the meeting at 6:00 P.M., seconded by Mr. Gardiner;
unanimously passed.

CMRPHA Update
Mr. Leger updated the Board on food and housing:

• Caribbean Tanning has closed
• The Grafion Inn has changed ownership
• Food inspections are ahead of schedule
• Five housing inspections including (I) no-heat at 6 Elizabeth Street. Inspection was performed within

hours of receipt of complaint and an order letter was sent to the owner who is currently serving in the
US Army in Texas. The occupants have since moved out and a letter has been received by Millbury
Credit Union on behalf of the property owner that the heating unit will be repaired before the end of the
month.

• 112 Main Street — all violations have been corrected
• 148 Main Street — all violations have been corrected
• 5 Forest Lane — all violations have been corrected
• 47 East Street April 1. 2016 deadline for all violations to be abated
• 13 Pullard Road — reinspection scheduled for next week

Administration:
• Mike Borowiec has accepted new role as Preparedness (PHEP) Coordinator
• Zach Dyer has been promoted to Deputy Director of WDLPHICMRPHA
• Colleen Bolen has been promoted to Chief of Emergency Preparedness
• Alissa Errede has been promoted to HMCC planning and operations in the Emergency Preparedness

Office
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• Mike Mendez and Jamie Rice have been hired to work part time for Environmental Health Services, He
stated that Mr. Mendez is a Worcester State student and has done internship in 3 or 4 towns and has a
lot of enthusiasm however, he cannot utilized right away until he has the proper training and learns the
job. Ms. Rice has a Masters in Public Health and is currently employed by the Sturbridge Board of
Health.

• Bryan Diehl and Chris Dobb have been hired to work full time supporting the regional substance abuse
prevention as well as mental health programs

• Two vacancies remain — Epidemiologist (position posted this week) and new Chief of Community
Health (anticipated post date end of December)

Environmental Health:
• Koby Owusu has completed a three day MAPHIT housing training
• Annual permit renewals have been going out in Alliance towns
• Environmental Health team has been rotating weekly meetings in Alliance communities. Will try to

meet with all towns on rotating basis
Community Health:

• Substance Abuse Prevention Collaborative team needs to be identified for Grafton
• WDPH is assisting in developing improvement strategies in response to our Community Health

Assessment. A multi-sector group convened by Rev. Laura Goodwin has been meeting at St. Andrews
• Grafton looking at updating Tobacco Regulations. Board will discuss at next meeting

Emergency Preparedness:
• Participated in WebEOC drill held 12/1/15
• PHEP funds are available for certain Emergency Preparedness items, including wireless service, laptops,

conference expenses, etc.
• Worcester Regional and Greater Grafton MRC held training “Communication with Someone with

Dementia During and Emergency” at O’Connor’s Restaurant. Event was well attended
• Jamie Terry met with Nancy Connors and Dawn Farmer to update EDS plan for Grafton. Colleen and

Alissa will attend GEMA and Tufts to review the Biological Emergency Response Plan and develop an
exercise

• Community Health Assessment was released on November 18
Nursing:

• Flu clinics were held in November and flu shots are still available at the Blood Pressure Clinics offered
at the Health Department and Forest Lane days. Still have approx 130 doses left for adults

• Billing is in process and the Board will be notified once it has been complete

Mr. Leger continued that one of the Alliance towns is opting out of the nursing services through the Alliance.
Mrs. Chouinard questioned if this is the first town to pull out of the nursing portion with the Alliance or any
piece of the alliance to which Mr. Leger said he believes so.

Mrs. Chouinard felt that the people coming on board are having less and less experience. Mr. Gardiner felt
there is no consistency and stability continuing the Alliance has had about 100 per cent turnover which he feels
is not a normal transition. He wants full attention paid to Grafton. Some of the inspectors begin to build a
relationship and trust factor with the establishments and now we will be going thru changes in personnel again.
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He felt this is not what the Town signed up for stating that we are the customer and wants consistency and
services we were promised.

Mr. Kirejczyk left the meeting at this point at 6:35 P.M.

Mr. Gardiner felt stability and consistency is imperative and always looking forward. Mr. Dumas questioned
why so many have left the Alliance. Mr. Leger stated all share all of these concerns.

Elizabeth Clements & Zach Kerzee — Grafton Farmers Market
Grafton seems to have had fewer vendors as in past years. Ms. Clements felt that the Food Pennit fees from the
Health Department are possibly too high. Grafton has a 15 week season where each vendor pays $100 for the
season or $10 per day; whereas the Town of Westboro the fee is $25 for their season. The $240 fee to the
Farmers Market is comparable with surrounding towns as Douglas charges $240. She continued that the $240
fee is for the musicians, children’s supplies, and website domain. In driving by the Westboro Market you can
see from 15 to 25 vendors as opposed to Grafton who has only 8 to 10. Mr. Gardiner stated we need to get the
vendors back to Grafton and be inviting to new vendors as well. Perhaps discussing the fee schedule with
Recreation and working together with them we can achieve this. The Board requested they gather fees from the
surrounding towns and revisit the Board of Health, before the season begins, for further discussion.

162 Brigham Hill Road I James Morro
Mr. Morro was before the Board because he had a Title 5 Inspection on his property on October 9, 2015 by
Chase/harris Corp. resulting in a ‘conditional pass’. A letter was sent to him by Brian Szczurko informing that
the conditional pass was a result of a distribution box being corroded and falling apart and in need of
replacement. Mr. Morro is asking the Board if he can wait until May 1, 2016 to do the repairs because the
house will be vacant from the end of December, 2015 thru April 1, 2016 and the septic tank was just pumped.
The Board reviewed the Title 5 Inspection Report noting no breakout. A motion was made by Mrs. Chouinard
to allow the repair be done before May 1, 2016 due to no one will be living in the house here for the winter
season, seconded by Mr. Dumas; unanimously passed.

Massachusetts Region II Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coalition RE: Designate Public
Information Officer (PlO)
A motion was made by Mrs. Chouinard to nominate Mr. Gardiner as the PlO for Public Health Services,
seconded by Mr. Dumas; unanimously passed.

CMRPHA — Regional Public Health Coordinator — Change of Title
Mr. Kirejczyk had asked to have the Alliance change the title to Health Agent when writing letters. The Board
decided to keep it as is.

84 Westboro Road
The Board discussed a current correspondence regarding the odor issue in the 84 Westboro Road area. Paul
Coumoyer had agreed to flush the system but we have not received the results as of this time. Also noted were
none of the houses in the area had taken out plumbing permits to fix the stacks as was suggested to them last
year. The Board will wait to hear from Mr. Coumoyer.
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Minutes
A motion was made by Mrs. Chouinard to accept the Minutes of October 5, 2015 as written, seconded by Mrs.
Gwozdowski Gauvin; unanimously passed.

To Be Signed
A motion was made by Mrs. Chouinard to Pay Bills as listed, seconded by Mrs. Gwozdowski Gauvin;
unanimously passed.

Moore Medical $ 104.95

Payroll
Karen Gwozdowski Gauvin $150.00
Deborah A. Chouinard 150.00
Richard J. Kirejczyk 150.00
Philip E. Dumas 150.00
Jay Gardiner 150.00

Disposal System Construction Permits
100 Milford Road / Hilltop Properties
11 Potter Hill Road / Theresa Merservey
85 George Hill Road / Jason Atchue / Local Upgrade Approvals were requested for (1) Reduction in Setback —

allow leach field to be 13.3 feet from foundation — the ground slopes downhill away from the home and (2)
Reduction in Separation between the SAS and High Groundwater — one foot to allow three feet to groundwater.
A motion was made by Mrs. Chouinard and seconded by Mr. Gardiner to grant the two Local Upgrade
Requests, seconded by Mr. Gardiner; unanimously passed.

Disposal Works Installers License
Tod Mandella / Borggaard Construction Corp.

Greater Grafton MRC Updates from Mrs. Dawn Farmer
• Attended two PHEP meetings
• Participated in Great American Shakeout Earthquake Drill with Board of Health Office Manger
• Attended Regional Advisory Committee Quarterly Meeting
• Took part in Statewide Autumn Charge Drill as part of grant deliverables
• Signed up one new volunteer pending CORI/SORI check
• Helped coordinate 7 Influenza Clinics, including town-wide and schools
• Took part in employee CPR/AED class
• Co-hosted successful GGMRC Event at O’Connor’s Restaurant “How to Communicate with Dementia

Individuals in an Emergency”
• Met with Region II Public Health Planner, Jamie Terry, to discuss EDS plans
• Listened in on NACCHO webinar detailing new guidelines and some ideas for upcoming grant season
• Sent MRC members to help with CERT for Road Race and Grafton Celebrates the Holidays
• Covered office for Office Manager during time off
• Spoke to Mr. Mclnerney about an Active Shooter Training class for Town Employees
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• ICS & NIMS trainings are strongly suggested for Board of Health members
• PHEP has monies for reimburses on Conferences and mileage

A motion was made by Mrs. Chouinard to adjourn at 7:50 P.M., seconded by Mr. Dumas; unanimously passed.
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